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GOSFOKPH  URBAN  DISTRICT  - : 


August,  1942 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
■Health  Committee* 


Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  2604 
I beg  to  submit  a very  brief  interim  report  on  the  health  of  the 
District  during  the  year  1941;  ’some  details  of  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  area  are  given  in  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report  which  is  presented  herev/ith. 

The  official  statistics  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General 
are  used  throughout  the  report;  in  all  cases  where  numbers  are 
stated  the  comparative  figures  for  1940  will  be  inserted  in 
brackets • 

POPULATION.. 


The  estimated  civilian  population  at  mid  year  1941  was 
20,590  (20,810)  - a slight  decrease. 


BIRTHS. 


239  (264)  live  births  and  7 (13)  still  births  were 
registered  during  the  year;  the  birth  rate  was  11.2  (13.6) 
compared  v/ith  14.2  (14.6)  for  England  and  Wales. 

. There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

12  (17)  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were 
reported  giving  a rate  of  50*2  (64*4)  per  thousand  live  births; 
the  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  59  (55). 


DEATHS . 


There  were  206  (234)  deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages, 
the  death  rate  w as  10.0  (11*24)  per  thousand  per  annum  against 
a rate  of  12*9  (14.3)  ‘for  England  and  Wales. 

IfOTIFI  ABLE  DISEASES.  A. 

Apart  from  tuberculosis  502  (506)  notifications  v/ere 
received  - the  vast  majority  were  in  respect  of  minor  illness 
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such  as  Measles,  1/1/hooping  Cough  and.  Chicken  Pox  but  53  cases 
of  Dysentery  of  a mild  type  occurred  in  the  City  Mental 
Hospital  at  Coxlodge, 

15  (13)  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  9 (8)  of  Diphtheria 
were  notified  during  the  year  - the  high  percentage  of  cases 
removed  to  hospital  was  maintained.. and  there  were  no  deaths ; 

one  of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  had  been  ’immunised’, 

» 

1400  (157)  children  were  i mm  uni  s*ed  by  General  Practitioners 
and  699  (143)  at  the  Welfare.  Centre  - a total  of  2099  (300)  in 
the  year;  these  figures  include  a small  proportion  of  children 
residing  outside  the  area  v/ho  attend,  school  in  Gosforth, 

10  (6)  deaths  were  attributed  to  Pneumonia  but  0 (2)  from 
Corebro  Spinal  Fever. 

TUBERCULOSIS, 

* • < ;l 

Notifications  were  -received  in  respect  of  18  (28)  new 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  11  (8)  deaths  were  reported. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Consumption)  account ed  for  15 
of  the  18  new  notifications  and  8 of  the  11  deaths. 

The  total  number  of  Hive’  cases  on  .the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  82  (73)  - of  those  57  (52)  were  pulmonary 
cases  and  25  (21)  non- pulmonary . 

CHILD  WELFARE.  . v 

2277  (2099)  domiciliary  visits  were  paid  by  the  Health 
Visitor  and  146  (143)  Child  Welfare  Sessions  v/ere  hold  at  the 
Centre  at  which  the  total  number  of  attendances  was  7628  (7909) 
by  1235  (1115)  individuals  of  whom  400  (385)  were  ’now’  children,** 
in  add  tion  1193  (1785)  interviev/s  were  granted  to  parents  at 
the  office. 

The  value  of  Milk,  etc.,  sold  at  cost  price  at  the  Centre 
showed  a decrease  of  50$ , 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION.  (Children  and  Young  Persons  Act  1932, 

Part  5)  • 

3 (0)  children  were  registered  during  the  year;  at  the 
end  of  the  year  there  was  only  one  child  on  the  register,  the 
other  two  had  been  removed  from  the  district  by  their  mothers. 

The  Health  Visitor  is  the  Inspector  under  this  Act. 

ANTE- NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS.- 

96  (96)  sessions  were  held  at  the  Centre  at  which  a total 
of  872  (753)  attendances  was  registered?  of  those  216  (161) 
were  Ante-natal  First  Visits  and  82  (84)  Post-natal  Visits. 
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DENTAL  CLINIC , 

This  clinic  has  now  boon  established  for  10  years  and 
continues  to  make  satisfactory  progress.  25  ( 2q)  sessions 
v/cro  hold  with  an  average  attendance  of  10  (8)  children;  in  90 
(79)  cases  a general  anaesthetic  was  administered. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 


In  spite  of  war  conditions  the  health  of  the  community,  as 
evidenced  by  the  Vital  Statistics,  has  continued  on  a very 
satisfactory  level;  of  particular  interest  is  the  reduction  in 
the  number  of  Infant  Deaths  - of  the  12  registered  9 occurred 
within  the  first  month  of  life,  and  8 of  the  9 were  ‘transferable’ 
deaths,  i.o.,  the  children  did  not  die  in  the  District. 

Although  there  is  a further  decrease  in  the  number  of 
births  the  valuable  work  done  at  the  Welfare  CGntre  shows 
expansion  in  several  directions. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  tho  year’s  preventive  work 
is  th;  largo  increase  in  tho  number  of  children  protected 
against  Diphtheria.  In  response  to  tho  Ministry  of  Health’s 
request  a vigorous  propagandist  campaign  was  undertaken  in  the 
schools,  at  the  Welfare  Centre  and  in  the  homes  by  moans  of 
leaflets,  posters,  personal  interviews,  notices  on  cinema 
screens,  etc. 

Special  immunisation  sessions  were  arranged  at  the  Schools, 
First  Aid  Posts  and  the  Welfare  C0ntro  and  thanks  to  the  hearty 
co-operation' of  tho  local  practitioners,  the  school  teachers  and 
nurses,  the  Civil  Defence  Personnel  and  in  particular  to  the 
indefatigable  energy  of  Mr.  Combey  an  outstanding  measure  of 
success  was  obtained;  by  the  end  of  the  year  at  least  80;'<?  of 
all  children  between  tho  ages  of  1 and  15  years  had  received  the 
benefit  of  protection  against  Diphtheria  without  any  untoward 
incident . 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  place  on  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
other  members  of  the  staff  and  thank  you,  Mr*  Chairman,  and 
all  the  other  members, of  the  Council  for  your  kind  consideration, 
encouragement  and  support  at  all  times. 

\ 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.H.  DICKINSON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


r 


I 
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ANNUAL REPORT  OP  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  pleasure- In  submitting  brief  particulars  of  the 
work  of  my  Department  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1941. 

War  conditions  continued  to  affect  the  ordinary  routine 
of  the  Department  but  despite  this  fact  a considerable  amount 
of  useful  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  there  being 
great  demands  by  the  Salvage  Organisation,  while  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  Sessions  also  took  up  a considerable  time. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

> 

No  changes  have  taken  place  in  connection  with  the  water 
supply,  drainage  and  sewerage  of  rivers  and  streams  during  the 
year.  The  Pawdon  Farm  drainage  outlet  is  still  unsatisf actory, 
while  the  effluent  from  the  City  Sewage  Works  caused  some  concern 
until  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  City  authority  when  some 
attention  was  paid  to  the  conditions  prevailing  at  the  Works, 
and  treatment  of  the  effluent  was  carried  out  with  some  success. 

COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE . 

The  re-organised  system  of  refuse  collection  commenced  last 
year  has  been  continued  satisfactorily,  there  having  been  a 
weekly  collection  throughout  the  district  with  the  exception  of 
the  Coxlodge  mining  village  area  from  which  refuse  has  been 
collected  twice  per  week. 

5175  tons  (estimated)  of  refuse  were  collected  from  premises 
in  the  district  during  the  year,  being  a-i^opsiderable  reduction 
on  the  amount  for  the  previous  year,  vizs  6456  tons.  5704  tons 
were  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  in  the  Brunton  Quarry, 

425  tons  were  dealt  with  at  the  Regent  Pit  Depot  incinerator 
(dismantled  during' the  latter  part  of  the  year),  while  1046  tons 
were  delivered  to  farms  and  gardens. 

The  incinerator  chimney  was  felled  during  the  year  owing  to 
its  unsafe  condition  and  the  incinerator  building  was  adapted 
for  the  storage  and  loading  of  kitchen  waste,  bones  etc.  The 
amount  of  combustible  refuse  now  received  is  extremely  small 
due  to  the  effects  of  the  salvage  service,  and  the  loss  of  the 
incinerator  has  been  little  felt.  The  average  amount  of  refuse 
(excluding  salvage)  collected  during  the  year  per  premises  w as 
0.85  tons,  and  per  thousand  of  the  population  per  year  2.06  tons, 
both  figures  being  again  a reduction  on  those  for  the  previous 
year.  The  figures  are  of  course  estimated, . but  test  weighings 
are  now  being  carried  out  monthly. 
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SALVAGE. 

Tho  special  once-we.;kly  salvage  collection  throughout  the 
district  was  continued  during  :bhe  year  with  great  success,  the 
monthly  returns  being  very  satisfactory,  this  district  having 
one  of  the  highest  and  most  consistent  average  figures  in  the 
Ministry  Returns  for  the  Northern  Area*  More  than  670  tons  of 
material  were  salvaged,  an  increase  of  more  than  50$  on  the 
previous  year’s  figure  of  400  tons;  providing  an  income  of 
£1771.  17.  Od.  for  tho  twelve  months  ending  December  31st,  1941. 
This  is  somewhat  less  than  the  figure  for  the  financial  year 
ending  31st  March,  1942,  the  amount  for  this  period  being 
£1901.  15.  6d.  Special  refuse  collections  in  the  district 
brought  in  additional  income  of  £118.  14.  3d. 

GENERAL  INSPECTION  OF  PREMISES. 

The  number  of  miscellaneous  visits  carried  out  during  the 
year  was  6657,  including  5560  general  visits  re  Public  Health 
matters,  276  visits  re  infectious  diseases  and  disinfections, 

21  visits  to  verminous  premises,  393  visits  to  food  premises, 

207  visits  to  service  billets  and  re  Civil  Defence,  etc.,  and 
157  visits  re  refuse  and  salvage  collection  and  disposal. 

In  connection  with  tho  above  visits,  129  informal  notices 
were  served  during  the  year  relating  to  321  defects  or  nuisances 
of  various  kinds.  4 Notices  were  served  during  the  year  under 
Lection  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  4 Abatement  Notices 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  - all  were  complied  with. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

A.  Dili  REES,  CQWSHEDo  AND  MILK  LHOPS. 

There  were  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  tho  year  tv/o  cow- 
keepers  who  were  also  retailers  of  milk  (a  reduction  of  one),  and 
the  number  of  cows  kept  was  approximately  130 . There  were  ton 
purveyors  of  milk  with  premises  in  tho  district  and  sixteen 
supplying  milk  from  premises  outside  the  urban  area.  These  show 
a considerable  reduction  on  tho  numbers  in  the  previous  year, 
but  there  are  still  four  premises  in  the  district  used  for  the 
bottling  of  milk,  including  tho  farm  promises  of  the  two  cow- 
keepers  mentioned.  In  only  one  case  is  there  provided 
satisfactory  steam  sterilisation  apparatus. 

(i)  Throe  verbal  notices  were  served  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  cowkoepprs’  premises  and  were  complied  v/ith. 

The  drainage  at  Red  House  Farm  still  remains  unsatisfactory, 
it  being  impossible  to.  secure  the  necessary  material  for 
constructing  a satisfactory  disposal  system. 
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(ii)  40  sample £3  of  milk  were  ..t  aken  for  examination  at  the 
Laboratory,  and.  the  following  were  the  results : 


Test 

No.  of  samples 

No.  found 

used. 

Grade  of  Milk. 

examined . 

“Satisf  actory 

Unsatisfactory 

Colifo rm 

Ungraded 

26 

14 

12 

li 

Accredited 

4 . ....  ... 

3 

1 

1! 

"T .T . " 

1 

0 

1 

li 

Jersey 

2 

0 

2 

Methylene 

Ungraded 

23 

13 

10 

Blue 

Accredited 

3 

2 

1 

Reduction . 

"T ,T . " 

1 

1 

0 

Jersey 

2 

1 

1 

Plate  Count, 

Pasteurised. 

3 

2 

1 

Organisms 
of  Dysentery 
Group. 

Ungraded 

Accredited 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Br .abortus 

Ungraded 

1 

0 

1 

B.  tuber  cuIosle 

Ungraded 

8 

7 

1 

A high  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  results  still  persists 
and  there  remains  room  for  great  improvement  in  the  methods  of 
production  and  handling  of  milk.  Twice  during'  the  year  it  was 
found  necessary  to  warn  retailers  of  offences  in  connection  with 
the  filling  and  sealing  of  milk  bottles  in  the  street,  while 
retailors  and  producers  wore  contacted  with  regard  to  every 
unsatisfactory  milk  sample.  Action  was  taken  by  the  County 
Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  With  regard  to  the  sample 
found  to  contain  B.  tuberculosis,  with  the  result  that  two 
tuberculous  cows  were  discovered. 

(iii)The  following  licences  for  the  sale  of  graded  milk  in  the 
district  were  issued  to  retailers; 

To  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  4 

To  sell  Accredited  milk  1 

To  sell  Pasteurised  milk  6 

B.  REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISE.:  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1958,  Section  14) 

No  additional  registrations  'wore  granted  during  the  year 
under  the  above  Section,  and  the  number  remained  at  45,  as  follows; 


Manufacture 

of  ice  cream 

.3 

Sale  of  ice 

cream  only  • ' . ; . 

12 

Manufacture 

of  pies,  sausages  'etc. 

24 

Cooking  of 

fish  and  fish  products 

6 

* 

' 

45 

The  general  standard  of  food '.premises  throughout  the  district 
rcamins  fairly  good,  the  occupiers  being  constantly  rominded  of 
the  necessity  for  -a  high  standard  of  cleanliness. 


c 
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, SLAUGHTERHOUSES.  RETAIL  MEAT  SHOPS,  ATC. 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  twenty- two 
retail  meat  shops  and  one  building  used  as  a meat  distributing 
centre.  **11  received  regular  visits  ouring  the  ^e^r* 


The  following "foodstuffs  wer 
consumption  and  it  was  possible  i: 
material  for  consignment  to  glued..: 

1  beast  tongue 

1 tin  corned  beef 

4 lbs.,  smoked  haddock. 

13i  lbs,  beef 

8 lbs.  (forequarter)  mutton 
3 lbs.  cheese 

2 tins  stewed  rabbit 
19  lbs,  rabbits 

3 doz,  eggs 

45  tins  evaporated  milk 

1 tin  sardines 

2 tins  beans 
6 lb,  tin  Ox  Tongue 
3t  lb . fish  roll 
2 tins,  stewed  , steak 
1 tin  vegetable  soup 


condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
i most  ciises  to  salvage  the 
,nd  chemical  factories. 

Actinomycosis.  • 

Blown . 

Decomposed. 

Bone  taint . 

Decomposition.' 

Decomposition . 

Blown. 

Decomposed.  t 

Mouldy  and  .unsound. 

Blown. 

Blown.  * 

Blown. 

Blown. 

Blov/n . 

Leaky  and  contents  decomposed. 
Blown  and  contents  decomposed* 


HOUSING. 

The  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  were  principally  used 
to  deal  with  matters  arising  under  this  heading  during  the  year, 
as  .action  under  the  Housing  Act  has  been  considerably  curtailed  by 
war  conditions, 

4  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year,  while  no  formal 
steps  wore  taken  with  regard  to  cases  of  overcrowding  which  seem  to 
be  on  the  increase,  while  there  remains  a large  unfulfilled  demand 
for  dwelling-houses  which  continue  to  be  in  short  supply*  There 
were  no  legal  proceedings  in  connection  with  the  closing  ^or. 
demolition  of  dwelling-houses.  The  only  Notices  served  during  tlfd 
year  under  the  Housing  net  1936  concerned  the  demolition  of  the 
cottages  1,2,3  and  4 Back  Causey  St root,  which  had  been  standing 
empty  since  1929  and  were  becoming  dangerous.  Thoao  premises  were 
demolished  in  May..  1941*.' 

STAFF , II 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  nssistant  Inspector,  Mr.  Liddle,  the 
Cleansing  Foreman,  Mr,  Smith,  the  clerical  and  other  staff,  for 
their  work. during  the  year  which  proved  a very  trying  one  to  all 
concerned  owing  to  the  increasing  demands  of  present-day  conditions 
on  the  services  provided  by  the  Department. 


Yours  faithfully, 

W.  CO  MB  BY, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Salvage  Officer. 


